
Year 3 Medium Term Plan-Spring 1- Savage Saxons and Vicious Vikings 
 

 

Lesson 1 

OUTSTANDING OPENER 

Artefact excavation. 

Children to have trays of 

sand with Saxon/Viking 

artefacts or pictures of 

artefacts that they must 

excavate with digging 

tools. What is the item? 

What do you think it was 

used for? Who do you 

think it belonged to? 

Create Viking themed 

mind maps. 

 

Lesson 2 - History 

Children to look at where 

the Anglo-Saxons and the 

Vikings fit in a timeline, 

understanding that a 

timeline can be divided 

into BC (Before Christ) 

and AD (Anno Domini). 

EXT to Saxon events. 

Lesson 1 – Geography 

MATHS LINK 

Children to research 

where the Anglo-Saxons 

originated and plot on a 

map of Europe with their 

capital cities. Measure the 

distance that they had to 

travel (1cm = 100 miles.) 

EXT - look at the 

environmental reasons 

why the Saxons settled in 

England. 

Lesson 2 - Geography 

Children to look at the 7 

kingdoms during the 

Anglo-Saxon times on a 

map of the UK. Split the 

map into the 7 kingdoms 

and locate the major 

cities in the UK using 

maps and atlases to see 

what kingdom they fell in. 

 

 

Lesson 1 - History 

Children to use evidence 

to describe the clothes, 

way of life and actions of 

people in the past (the 

Saxons.) Compare with 

our lives today – how are 

we similar and how are 

we different? 

 

Lesson 2 – Geography 

Children to research 

Anglo-Saxon settlements. 

They will use tracing 

paper to create a simple 

scale drawing and use 

four figure grid 

references, symbols and 

keys to create an Anglo-

Saxon settlement. 

Lesson 1 - History 

INDEPENDENT WRITE 

Children to create a 

character description and 

a setting description of an 

Anglo Saxon character 

and village, focusing upon 

their learning from the 

previous two lessons. 

 

Lesson 2 – History 

OFSTED LESSON 

Children to be given the 

story of the mystery of 

Sutton Hoo. They ask 

questions and find 

answers about the past. 

What were the mounds? 

What was discovered? 

How were the artefacts 

used? Use different 

sources to find answers. 

 

. 

Lesson 1 – History 

Children to research why 

the Vikings invaded 

Britain. Explore the idea 

that there are different 

accounts of history. Why 

did they invade according 

to King Alfred? The 

monks? The farmers? The 

Vikings themselves? 

Lesson 2 – History 

INDEPENDENT WRITE 

Children to write a 

journal of a Viking 

warrior detailing his plans 

to invade Britain and the 

journey that is ahead of 

him. How will he travel? 

What will the journey be 

like? Why is he taking the 

action that he is? 

 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 

WEEK 

 

Lesson 1 

Children to research 

Viking long boats and 

generate ideas for their 

own. Plan the order of 

their work using words, 

labelled sketches and 

models. Choose 

appropriate tools and 

materials. 

 

Lesson 2 

Children to create their 

Viking long boats using 

tools accurately to mark, 

cut out and score 

materials. Measure, tape, 

pin with some accuracy. 

Children to evaluate their 

product against their 

original design. 

 

I can plan and 

design a product. 

I can create and 

evaluate a 

product. 

 I can explore the idea 

that there are different 

accounts of history. 

 

I can write a diary entry. 

 

 I can write an 

Anglo-Saxon tale. 

 

I can ask questions 

and find answers 

about the past. 

 

I can use evidence to 

describe the clothes 

and way of life of 

people in the past. 

 

I can create simple 

scaled drawings 

using four figure 

grid references. I can locate the 

countries and major 

cities of Europe. 

 

I can locate the major 

cities in the UK. 

 

I can use sources as 

evidence about the 

past. 

 

I can create a 

timeline that is 

divided into BC and 

AD. 

 

 

Year 3 

In this topic, the children will embark upon 

a journey of exploration into the Savage 

Saxons. The children will use their 

geographical skills to understand where 

they came from and look at environmental 

factors for why they decided to settle in 

Britain. The children will create scaled 

drawings of Saxon settlements and use 

different sources to describe their 

appearance and way of life, comparing it 

to their own. They will research the 

mystery of Sutton Hoo and understand 

that history can be told in different ways 

from different viewpoints. As a grand 

finale, the children will design and create 

Viking longboats for the upcoming journey 

ahead of the Vicious Vikings! 

Key Questions 

 What do you already know about the Anglo-Saxons? 

 What period of time did the Anglo-Saxons live in? 

 Where did the Anglo-Saxons come from? 

 Where did they settle? 

 Why did they decide to settle in the United Kingdom? 

 What were their clothes, way of life and actions like? 

 How were the Anglo-Saxons similar or different to us? 

 What did an Anglo-Saxon settlement look like? 

 What is the mystery of Sutton Hoo? 

 Why did the Vikings invade Britain? 

 How is the past told differently according to different people? 

 Why do different groups of people tell the past differently? 

 How did the Vikings travel to Britain? 

 

TAF References 

TBC 


